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ENGROSSED HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4020

St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ball asiotes, Costa, Radcliff, Cole, Hankins, Quall,
Ski nner, Morris, Thonpson, Poulsen, Kenney, DeBolt, Conway, Mson,
Benson, Cooper, Delvin, Blalock, Honeyford, Dunshee, Van Luven,
Zel I insky, Mulliken, Al exander, Scott, L. Thomas, C enents, Parlette,
Mastin, Chandl er, Schoesler, Robertson and Linville

Read first tine 03/15/97. Referred to Commttee on

TO THE HONORABLE W LLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, In applying and interpreting the vital guarantees of the
United States Constitution that protects the liberties of all citizens,
the crimnal justice systemhas |ost an essential bal ance; and

WHEREAS, One violent crinme is conmtted in America every sixteen
seconds; and

WHEREAS, The crimnal justice system has not provided sufficient
protection or representation of the innocent, the honest, and the
hel pl ess victinms of crinme; and

WHEREAS, Wth over thirty-five mllion Arericans victim zed in the
United States each year, crinme victins are rapidly becom ng a majority;
and

WHEREAS, Crinme victinms play an indispensable role in bringing
of fenders to justice, thus preventing further violence; and
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VWHEREAS, As a nation devoted to freedom Iliberty, and justice for
all, Anmericans nust plant the seeds of justice to restore and protect
the rights of those who have been crimnally victimzed; and

WHEREAS, Harvesting justice over the |last two decades has been
acconplished in part by the mllions of survivors of crimnal acts,
their famlies, and advocates whose commtnent and spirit has
persevered while confronting an increasingly violent nation; and

WHEREAS, In 1982, the President’s Task Force on Victins of Crine
recommended an anendnent to the Constitution of the United States
addressing victins’ rights; and

WHEREAS, In 1989, the citizens of Wshington State adopted an
amendnent to the state Constitution granting basic and fundanenta
rights to the victins and famlies of victins of felony crines; and

VWHEREAS, Under Article V of the Constitution of the United States,
anendnents to the Constitution of the United States may be proposed by
the Congress of the United States or, upon the application of the
| egi sl atures of two-thirds of the states, the Congress shall call a
constitutional convention for the purpose of proposing anendnents; and

WHEREAS, There is currently before the Congress for consideration
a proposed victins' rights amendnent to the Constitution of the United
St at es;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists, respectfully request that the
Congress adopt the proposed victins’ rights anmendnent to the
Constitution of the United States, and that the anmendnent be submtted
to the states for ratification.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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